
May 24, 2016

To the Editor:

It is interesting to us at Local 1-2, NY, Utility Workers Union of America, AFL-CIO, that the New

York Power Authority is able to meet with and lavish millions of dollars in grants and aid to a

hedge fund energy company ("ReEnergy Connections," Politico, May 23) but after seven years

cannot muster the courage to negotiate a contract with Local 1-2.

While ReEnergy is merely a tangent in U.S. Attorney Preet Bharara's ever widening probes into

the way the New York State government conducts its business for "the people," it is a firm with

huge contacts and influence with New York State officials. Scratch ReEnergy's corporate surface

and you find that it is part of an international $8 billion hedge fund, Riverstone Holdings, LLC.

Hedge funds are just for the 1%, and are not out to help working men and women secure a

future. Hedge funds are in the business of making money for themselves and their investors -

period.

We guess when you have a revolving door culture at a place like NYPA, it probably pays off big

for its executives to play footsie with well-funded outfits like ReEnergy.

This is the arrogance of NYPA, which positions itself as an energy provider for New Yorkers, but

seems more interested in helping out big businesses instead of agreeing to give the men and

women who operate its power plants a fair shake for their labor.

NYPA has jerked around its Local 1-2 workers for seven years, bobbing and weaving, doing all in

its power not to negotiate with their Union, including paying hundreds of thousands of dollars

to outside professionals to stall the talks rather than using that money to reward the people

who work hard every day to keep its power plants operating. This is a real outrage. And while

there are good, honest people in the State Legislature who want NYPA to act, their efforts

either die in committee or die by veto.

It is outrageous, but not shocking to us. We know that the Fat Cats have more leverage in their

checkbooks than the working stiffs who labor every day to keep your lights on. Is it any wonder

that our State looks rotten to the core?

Sincerely,

James T. Slevin

President, Local 1-2, NY, UWUA, AFL-CIO


